
 

 

INNOVATION IN THE CUSTOMS SYSTEM 

Decree 64-91, wherein Guatemala approves the Protocol of Accession to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), establishes that the merchandise method of valuation will be ruled 
according with the rules of the Agreement on Implementation of Article VII of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade 1994 (hereinafter the "Agreement"). The Agreement establishes as the first norm 
to determine the value of imported merchandise, is the value of the transaction, that is the price paid 
or payable, otherwise it will be used the transaction value of identical merchandise sold at the same 
commercial level and, ultimately, according to the database of  Tax Administration (hereinafter "SAT"). 

SAT announced that, as of June 1, 2018, it will be implemented a new tool to approve the value 
declarations before customs within the territory. The tool in question will be implemented through an 
institutional project separated into two phases, including a reinforced database value for the customs 
system. Through the adoption of these measures, SAT tries to reduce arbitrary acts and risks of 
undervaluation in imports. 

During the first phase of the project, SAT foresees the implementation of software (database) that will 
comply with the following functions: 

a) Efficiency in the prices consultation, providing certainty to the adjustments that are made in 
customs; 

b) Training of SAT staff to perform price analysis; 
c) Time reduction in customs; and 
d) Fulfillment of trade facilitation commitments. 

Likewise, the second phase of the project will be focus on the "reasonable doubt", understood as the 
right that the Customs Authority (SAT) holds to question the veracity of the documentation presented 
in the customs declarations, that arise due to a comparative analysis with the information available in 
their database or system. Therefore, it is estimated that by focusing on the reasonable doubt 
exercised by SAT, the regional regulations and arguments in the customs files will be reinforced, to 
provide legal certainty to the procedures performed before customs. 

Consequently, it is possible to determine that the SAT stance will be inclined to determine the value 
of the imported merchandise using as reference the values exposed in the database, such as the third 
rule that the Agreement establishes. This measure would aim to reinforce the arguments and legal 
grounds that SAT can apply to question the customs declarations of taxpayers, with consistent and 
updated information. 

The implementation of these measures reflects positive scenery for taxpayers, since a fair, prompt and 
technical valuation avoids adjustments for declaration of customs value without solid grounds. 

If you need more information, do not hesitate to contact us. 
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